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Statement of the Problem 
A law requiring the study of state history in all 
public secondary schools is in existence in the state of 
Massachusetts. The study of the local community is 
suggested in the Massachusetts State Curriculum Guide 
at the second, third, and fourth grade levels. In the 
town of Concord, Massachusetts, the study of local history 
is pla ced at the third grade level. 
There is a lack of reading material at third grade 
leve l about the phases of local history the teachers in 
Concord hope to present to the children. The following 
history is designed to fill this void . 
Justification of the Problem 
When the writer considered making a study of Concord 
hi s tory for lower grades , inquiries were made at the 
Concord Free Public Library and at the office of the 
Director of Elementary Instruction for the Concord Public 
Schools as to the practicability of such a plan. At the 
Concord Free Public Library was found an abundance of 
material about the history of the town, but none for young 
readers. In an interview with the Director of Elementary 
Instruction it was suggested that a story written at the 
reading level of third grade children would aid the program 
of instruction in the field of social studies in the 
Concord schools. The Guide for Social Studies Instruction 
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in the Concord Elementary Schools (Tentative Work Edition, 
1956) was made available to the writer. This was used to 
determine the areas in which greatest emphasis is placed in 
the Concord schools~ Effort was made to write the stories in 
such a way as to coincide with the ob j ectives, appreciations, 
att itudes and skills desired by the Concord teachers. 
After the material .about Concord was gathered, read, 
sifted and compared, the stories were written . The vocabulary 
was checked with Scott, Foresman basic reading texts through 
the 3l level. Of course, some proper names are not in the 
th rd grade reading vocabulary. Stories were submitted to 
the local librarian, town historians, teachers, and some 
children for criticisms and suggestions. They were 
revised accordingly. 
Scope of the Study 
Outstanding events of Concord history .occur in fairly 
definite periods. The fir st is the set tlement of the tovm, 
next is the period of the American Revolution, the th rd 
includes the War Between the S ates and the period sometimes 
called the "great. literary awakening in America tt, and the 
last from about 1875 to the present time. This study include s 
these periods , selecting events and biographies of most 
interest to children . 
Organization of the Study 
Following the bibliography are stories of the History 
of Concord. They are arranged in chronological order 
beginning shortly before the settlement of Concord in 1635 
and ending with the current status of the town in 1957 . 
It is hoped that these stories will aid in the study 
and understanding of Concord history in making familiar 
names and places real and tangible to the children, will 
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help them to realize that important history actually 
happened right in their town and will stimulate an affection 
for , appreciation of, and pride in their town . 
Review of Literature and Related Research 
Educators have found that the study of local history 
is a vital facet in our educational system . Rimer states 
that " the whole history of a nation is, in one sense, the 
sum of loca l history ••• local history may be considered the 
basic unit of the study of the state and the nation" .. 1 
Acc ording to Jordan, local history is local only because 
of viewpoint . 2 Irwin says that: 
One of the values of the study of history is tha t is 
enables the student to identify himself as part of a 
group ..... the sense of stability and personal continuity, 
which the study of history provides to the individual, 
grow increasingly strong as he is able to identify 
himself with those who lived before him in the same 
familiar surroundings. The study of local history tends 
to develop the sense of "belonging" which is an essential 
lLenore E. Rimer , The Teaching of Local History in 
American Schools (Minneapolis: Burgess Publishing Company, 
1949), p .. 17 .. 
2Philip D. Jordan, tLocal History11 , Social Education, 
XVIII (May, 1954) . pp. 196-200. 
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fact or in group loyalty and citizenship.3 
Local history is one of the most neglected yet most fruitful 
fields in the whole area of social studies.4 Hoffman claims 
that using local history is one of the easiest and best methods 
of interesting a class in history.5 It is further suggested 
that a background in local and state history provides an oppor-
tunity for humanizing and interpreting the national scene .6 
Hartwig7 and Jordan8 cite examples of some critics think-
ing of local history as being provincial, unimportant, lacking 
in s ignificance and something to be dabbled in by antiquarians 
and crackpots. However, in a grade by grade overview of recent 
courses of study showing the dominant emphasis in each grade 
and the units most widely presented in American schools, 
Michaelis lists the following for grade three: History of Our 
Community, Good Americans, Indians and Communi ties in Early 
3Leonard Irwin, "The Field of Social Studies ", Social 
Studies, 40:35, January, 1947, p. 36. 
4Ibid., p. 35. 
5Hazel Hoffman, "Making History Live", Grade Teacher , 
66:63, December, 1948. 
6william J. Petersen, "The Use of Local History As a Tool 
in Studying American Historytt, Utilization of Community 
Resources in the Social Studies, Ninth Yearoook of the 
Nati ona l counCII for the Sociar Studies (published at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1938). pp. 101-110. 
7carol1ne E. E. Hartwig, "Use of Local, State and 
Regional Resourcesn, The Study and Teaching of American 
History, Seventeenth Yearboo~o~he Nationar-council for 
the Social Studies (Published at Washington, D. C., 1946). p. 341. 
8Jordan, op. cit. pp. 196-200. 
Times.9 Most current program begins with the immediate 
environment and move outward to increasingly larger areas. 
Rimer makes the following extensive list of educational 
values claimed for the study of local history : 
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To furnish some knowledge of the meaning of the home 
town's existence, f a ctors in choice of the site, forces 
now governing its growth. 
To create in children a deep and lasting interest in the 
home locality. 
To give an insight into the problems of the present. 
To point out that all ground associated with human life 
is historic ground in a true sense and that all human 
customs are historic customs. 
To foster desire for further knowledge of one ' s state 
and nation. 
To l ead children to feel their duties and responsibilities 
t oward family, school , community , state, nation. 
To teach a broader view of the position held by the home 
town. 
To cause the children to realize the courage and persis-
tence of the pioneers, the long and sometimes discouraging 
struggle. 
To increase knowledge of the home town. 
To create desire for better living. 
To stimulate patriotism--love of country. 
To promote creative writing , design, drawing, oral express-
ion, songs. 
To bring school and community closer together, creating 
good will, young people apprec i ating old people. 
To make young people appreciate their heritage. Let 
them learn that it did not "j ust happen" . 
To convince students that their home town is not common-
place.lO 
Moffatt states that children need to be "familiar with the 
chief features of their community, as it is today and how 
9John u. Michaelis, Social Studies for Children in a 
Democracy, (New York : Prent i ce Ha l l, Ine~l950 ), p. ~ 
10 Rimer, £E• cit., p . 10-11 . 
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it has develope d from i ts ear l y beginni ng 11 • 11 
While one of the values, patriotism, is an i mmeasurable 
as pect of t he out come of studyi ng local h i story , some 
educators feel that this value is the most important one. 
Rimer says : 
• • • a deep-seated love of country nearly always has 
distinctively local aspects •••• A common interest in 
loca history may be employed to bring school and 
community closer together ••• • If boys and girls love 
their community , we have gone perhaps as far as we can 
usefully go in inculcating patriotism.l2 
Alexander continues this thought wi th : 
A study of local history is also stimulating to 
patriotism • • •• One learns more about his homeland , 
t takes on new meani ng and lovl i n ess . America is so 
large that it may tend sometimes to b e cold and 
impersonal . Perhaps patriotism can best be served by 
approaching Amer i ca ' s vastness through an understanding 
of, and a feeling of affection and pride for a locality 
or region .. l3 
Tryon agrees with the importance of this outcome but warns of 
dangers that might be en countered : 
••• there are authors ••• who feel that one way to develop 
state pride is to exaggerate or praise beyond reason . 
To foster pride in one ' s local community and state is 
a very worthy end of instruction ••• for one who is proud 
of his community is likely to be active in ma king t a 
bet t er place to live • • • and is likely to be a better 
citizen because of hi s pride . .~.The teaching of state 
history based on facts rather than on fiction ought to 
llMaurice P . Moffatt and Hazel w. Howell , Elementary 
Social Studies Instruction , (New York : Longmans, Green and 
Company, 1952) , p. 218. 
12Rimer , ££• cit . , p . 5, 6, 7. 
l3E .. P. Alexander , "Let ' s Study the Hi story of Mudville", 
Socia l Education, 6 : 210 , May, 1942. 
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aid greatly in fostering this much needed pride.l4 
In nvestigating methods and styles of writing for 
children many suggestions and warnings are to be found. rtThe 
whole art of writing is selective", Berry says, "not verbatim 
reporting.nl5 The honest writer is admonished to navoid select-
ing his evidence and keep his opinions out of his text~.16 
nBiography and history must be accurate, authenic, honest , 
ob jective", according to Arbuthnot.l7 Parker and Josephson 
state that "good local history is one of the most effective 
contributions that can be made to social science".l8 They 
suggest the use of the local library for books of town history, 
family history and biographies, military records, directories, 
maps, atlases and gazetteers, anniversary addresses, photo-
graphs and pictures, old residents, private letters, diaries, 
account books, relics, newspapers and periodicals , public 
records, business records, church records and cemetery 
14R. M. Tryon, "The Teaching of Local and State History", 
Elements of the Social Studies Program, Si.xth Yearbook of the 
National COuncil for the Social Studies (Philadelphia: 
McKinley Publishing Company, 1936), p. 140. 
lSErick Berry and Herbert Best, Writing for Children, 
(New York : Viking Press, 1947), p. 62. ---
16John A. Gar:t'aty, ttThe Power of a Biographer", Social 
Educa tion, XIX, November, 1955. p. 298 . 
17Mae Hill Arbuthnot, Children and Books, {Chicago: 
Scott, Foresman, 1947), p. 470-501. ---
18nonald Dean Parker and Bertha Josephson, Local History--
How .to Gather It, Write It and Publis h It, (New York: Social 
Science Researcn Council-,-1~). -
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inscriptions ror the most rewarding sources of material. 
Dur ing the child ' s early years, he is interested in his 
own immediate surroundings. Central educational tendencies 
in the field of social studies are currently directed to 
these areas in grades one through four: 
Home, school, family, community, food, shelter , clothing, 
protection, Indian life, life in other lands, holidays, 
making a living, ge ography, l ocal history and geography, 
occupations and type studies .l9 
When a child is seven or eight years old an ttinterest in 
people who lived long ago begins to develop; the child makes 
compari sons of earlier tools, machines, and equipment with 
those of the present day.20 In speaking of children nine 
years of age, Moffatt continues: 
Children of this level become interested in the ractual 
basis of their cultural heritage, but the interest is 
adventurous, not political ••• He has a great pride in 
his own country, is curious about its economic develop-
ment and worships its heroes. Ideals of character can 
be presented to children at this stage.21 
In a survey of 767 third grade children in 1952, Bresnahan 
found t hat their preferences in social studies areas were, 
in order of preference: 
Periods of time, cultural aspects, natural resources, 
progress through invention, aesthetic aspects, group 
19"social Studies", Encyclopedia of Educational Research, 
Walter s. Monroe , editor, (New York: MacMillan Company, 1952). 
20Moffatt and Howell, op. cit ., p. 41. 
2lrbid .. :r p . 42 , 44. 
occupat~~ns, geographic aspects, social aspects and 
people.-
9 
Two theses about Concord, Massachuse tts have been sub-
mitted to Boston Universi ty. Unit Organizations of the Topic 
"The Ea!'lJ'" Days of Concordn was submitted by David F. Di.x in 
1949. Realizing the exellent opportunity the school children 
of Concord have in giving directions and assistance to the 
many tourists visiting here gave Mr. Dix purpose for this 
study. In 1950, Sheldon R. Porter submitted ! History of the 
Conc ord , Massachusetts Public Schools from 1860 to 1950. 
Several approaches have been made in writing local history 
for young children. William F. Kelly wrote ! History of the 
Town of Braintree , Massachusetts for Use £l Third Grade 
Teachers as a source book for teachers in 1956e The Story of 
Lowell was written by Sylvia Shapiro ·in 1955. This was a 
history for fourth grade. In 1953, A History of the ToWn of 
Bedford, Massachusetts was written by Vincent F. Conroy. In 
the same year Lillian Sullivan wrote a service paper entitled 
A History of Nashua, ~ Hampshire 'tNashua of Yesteryear" 
Adapted for Use in the Fourth Grade. Also for elementary 
school children was A Colonial Town: Framingham, Massachusetts 
by J. M. Abisetti written in 1948. In 1938~ Louise M. Whitham 
reported the teaching of History to slow ability groups in 
22virginia w. Bresnahan and others~ "Perferences of 
Children in Grades Two through Eight in Social Studies 
Subject Areas tt (unpublished Master's thesis, Boston University, 
1952.) 
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Tulsa Central High School, Tulsa, Oklahoma. She used the 
activities approach in her units and found that sometimes 
the concepts of these slow children were more clear than if 
they were required to do a reading-research type of study.23 
In some towns children have written histories for themselves 
or for younger children. An example of the former is 
Wadsworth, Center to City. Child!'en in Wadsworth, Ohi o wrote 
and sold copies of their town history to the people of the 
community. An adjacent township wrote Sharon Township, _from 
Forest to Farms.24 In this area, ! Young Citizen's His tory 
of Newton was written by the Newton High School English classes. 
23Louise M. Whitham, "By Products", Social Educati on, 
2:387-391, September, 1938. 
24Eleanor Shapiro , " Publishing a Local Historyn, Social 
Education, 3:25-39, January, 1939. 
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A History of Concord , Ma ssachusett s 
White Men Come to Concord 
My town is Concorde There is a river in my town. 
I can stand on the bank of my river and watch the water move 
slowly away. It is a lazy river . I wonder i f an Indian boy 
once stood where I stand. He could have. Did he wonder 
where the r iver had been and where it was going? Did he 
watch lea~es on the trees turn brown and red and yellow in 
the fall? Did he see them shining green on top of the water 
in the summer sun? Did he fish here with his father as I do 
sometimes? Did he help to catch beaver to ge t their fur? 
The land where my tewn is wa s called Musketaquid by the 
I ndians . Musketaquid means gr ass-grown or grassy meadow. 
Before the white men came the Indians had farms here. Most 
of them lived on Nashawtuc Hill. They made their own tools 
for hunting, fishing and planting. They used wood, stone , 
shells and bones to make their tools. They lived and worked 
and died. About a year before the white men came there was 
a lot of si ckness . Many Indians died t hen. The Indians l eft 
at Musketaquid were afraid of unfriendly Indian tribes near 
them. They wanted help to protect themselves. They knew the 
unfri endly Indiana might attack them. They wanted to learn 
better ways of fa rming. Some of them wanted to know about 
the white man' s God. They knew there were white men alre~dy 
near the sea. There were white men at Plymouth, Salem, Boston, 
Watertown and Cambridge. Soon they would have white men 
near to protect them. Soon they would have men to teach 
them to live as the white men lived. Soon they would know 
about the white man's God. 
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Reverend Peter Bulkeley sailed from England with his 
family to New England. Simon Willard was a fur trader. He 
knew some of the Indians in New England. Peter Bul keley and 
Simon Willard decided to begin a town at the village cal led 
Musketaquid. On September 12, 1635, the General Court at 
Cambridge gave them a paper that said they .could have the 
land. The General Court made rules and laws for the white 
men in New England to follow. Muaketaquid seemed far away 
from Cambridge and Boston to these men. But they knew that 
a river was there. They could catch fish for food. They 
knew th re were beavers, wolves, bears, wild turkeys and deer. 
They could hunt the animals for food. They could use fur 
from the animals to trade with Indians and with other white 
men. The Indians had already cleared away some of the forest. 
The Indians had planted some crops. There were hills at 
Musketaquid. There were good places to build homes. 
Peter Bulkeley and Simon Willard with other men and 
their families came to Musketaquid. Some men who came were 
J ohh ·Jones , William Wood and William Buttrick. The people 
came over a rough trail to Musketaquid. They probably came 
along what we call Virginia Road. They met the Indians at 
the place where Monument Square is now. They did not come to 
17 
take the land away from the Indians. They came to buy the 
land. Squaw Sachem was queen of the Indian tribe. The white 
men gave the Indians shells called Wampum, hatchets, hoes, 
knives, cotton cloth and shirts. Squaw Sachem's husband was 
given a coat, a suit, a hat, stockings and shoes. The Indians 
took the gifts. Squaw Sachem said the white men could have 
the land. Simon Willard pointed east, south, west and north 
to show that three miles of land each way now was land of the 
whit e men 
The white men named their town Concord. The name may 
have been chosen as a symbol of the peaceful way it was bought 
from the Indians. The people brought goats, cows, and pigs 
with them to Concord. They brought seeds to use to plant 
crops . The Indians helped them to plant the seeds. The 
Indians showed the . white men how to plant Indian corn with a 
fish in ea ch hill. Most of the Indians lived where part of 
Acton now is. They called their land Nashoba. 
The people in Concord built a meeting house. They 
buil t a house nearby for their minister, Peter Bulkeley. 
They made their own houses by digging into the hill along 
Lexington Road. They used pieces of wood for the roofs and 
for the fronts of the houses. The houses were not warm. The 
people did not have much to eat. The river flooded and ruined 
some of the crops. Some of the people became sick. Some of 
the p-eople died. 
After a few years, some of the white people moved to 
• 
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Connect cut . John J ones went too . He had helped Pe ter 
Bulkeley with the church at Concord. Two of Peter Bulkeley ' s 
sons went with John Jones. The people left at Concord were 
very sad when their friends left . The ones who stayed at 
Concord work e d very hard. They built better houses for them-
selves. They had town meetings. The town grew. The people 
were glad they had come to Concord. 
King Philip's War 
At Concord and Nashoba, the Indians and the white men 
were good neighbors. Not all Indians were £riendly. Some 
Indians thought the white men were trying to push them out 
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or the l and. Some of the Indians wanted to fight the white 
men. The leader was called King Philip. His Indian name was 
Metacomet. His father was Massasoit. Massasoit had been 
friend l y to the white men. A war started in June, 1675. It 
lasted more than a year. King Philip and his men burned 
towns and killed white men and women. He scared the whi t e 
men i n Connecticut, Rhode Island and Massachusetts. 
Capta in Thomas Wheeler was leader of the Concord soldiers . 
These men were sent t o Brookfield to meet some of the Indians . 
They thought the Indians wanted to make peace. When they 
came t o t he meeting place, there were no Indians. They 
thought the Indians might be in a valley nearby. They rode 
their hors es into the valley to £ina the Indians. The Ind-
ian~ came from the hills and from the bushes yelling and 
shout i ng. They had guns. They shot at Captain Wheeler and 
the other men. Captain Wheeler's arm was hit with a bullet. 
He £ell o£f his horse. His son came to help him. He helped 
him ge t on a horse and ride away from the Indians . The men 
hurried ba ck to Brookfield. They had to tell the people t hat 
the Indians were not fri endly. 
Al l t he people in Brookfield got into a big strong build-
ing. There were about 50 people in all. They knew the Ind-
ians would come to burn their town. They wanted to be t oge t her 
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in a safe place. Two men tried to go to another town to get 
help. They had to turn around and come back to the inn. The 
Indians were too close. A boy tried to get some supplies at 
a house near the inn where the people were staying. The 
Indians saw him and killed him. The Indians stayed at the 
town meeting house. The people in the inn were more afraid 
than ever. The Indians tri ed to set fire to the inn that 
night. They shot burning arrows at the roof. They tried to 
set fire to the wall with burning straw. The people inside 
put the fires out. The people could not sleep the next n ight. 
The Indians made too much noise. They still tried to set 
fires. They fired guns at the inn. Finally Ephraim Curtis 
got out of the inn. The Indians did not see him leave. He 
found Major Simon Willard at Marlboro. With Major Willard 
there were 46 soldiers and five Indian guides. These were 
some of the Praying Indians. The men came to rescue the 
people at the inn. The Indians were not afraid because there 
were so many white men. They burned all the houses and build-
ings they could. They left Brookfield in a hurry. 
After this happened, some people at Concord became afraid 
of the Indians at Nashoba. But John Hoar was not afraid of 
them. He let the Indians come to his farm to live and work. 
He would protect them there. They were the Praying Indians. 
A family named Shephard lived at Nagog Pone near Nashoba. 
One day Isaac and his brother Abraham were working in their 
barn. Their sister Mary was near the barn. She was watching 
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for I ndians. Soon some Indians came. They took her away. 
Her brothers could not hear her calling to them. The Indians 
killed Isaac Shephard. Abraham went to Concord to tell the 
pe ople wha t had happened. In three days, Mary came to Concord, 
too. She had gotten away from the Indians. She had taken 
one of their horses and had ridden to Concord. 
Some people thought the Praying Indians we:re with the 
Indians who took Mary away. They did not want them near any 
longer . The Praying Indians were taken from John Hoar's farm. 
They went to Deer Island near Boston. 
The people of Concord knew there were unfriendly Indians 
all a:round them. The Indians burned the town of Grot on. Some 
spie s f ound out that the Indians tiere trying to burn Concord, 
Char l estown, Bos ton, Cambridge, Watertown and Sudbury too. 
In April, 1676, the Indians did burn Sudbury. Men from Concord 
were sent to help the people in Sudbury. Some of the Praying 
Indian s came from Deer Island to help chase the other Indians 
away. The Indians left Sudbu~y but the people were afraid they 
might try to come to Concord. 
Now the people were afraid and sad. They were afraid of 
the Ind ans. They were sad because Simon Willard became sick 
and died• Simon Willard was the fur trader who helped Peter 
Bulkeley begin the town. 
The Indians soon ran out of food. Many fighting men 
were killed. The rest had to stop fighting the white men. 
John Hoar helped some of the white prisoners to get with their 
families again. 
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King Philip was hiding in the swamps of Pocasset near 
Naragansett Bay in Rhode Island . One of his men was angry 
at him . He saw King Philip one day and shot him. King 
Philip's war was ended. 
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Seven Years' w·ar 
After King Philip's War was ended in 1678, King James 
of England appointed a royal governor over all of New England. 
Sir Edmund Andros was this governor. The people were not very 
pleased . They wanted to continue to have town meet ings, col-
lect their own taxes and make their own rules of trade. Gov-
ernot· Andr·os would allow only one town meeting each year. He 
made laws without talking them over with the people. 
The people began to hear rumors that there were French 
ships rea·dy to attack Boston. They heard that Indians and 
Frenchmen were ready to come from Canada. They also heard 
the nel'rs that in England, William of Orange was t aki ng over 
the throne of King James, who had appointed Governor Andros. 
In England this was called the Glorious Revolution. On April 
19, 1689, a group from Concord along with some other men 
travelle d to Boston to capture Governor Andros. They caught 
him and held him prisoner at Fort Hill. Later he was sent 
back to England . 
~ lliam of Orange then allowed the people to have a 
General court to help make laws but he still kept a royal 
governor over the people in the American colonies. 
England and France began to have arguments over some 
land. Finally there was a war between them. This was called 
the Seven Years• War in England. It lasted from 1754 to 
1763. In America it was called the French and Indian War. 
George Washington was a commander of American and English 
troops dur ing this war. There were battles at Ticonderoga 
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in New York, Fort Duquesne, which later became Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, at Fort Niagara, at Crown Point in New York, 
and the last battles were fought at Quebec, Canada. Finally 
France surrendered to Great Britain. They signed the Treaty 
of Paris. Now all of Canada and all of America east of the 
Mississippi River belonged to Great Britain. 
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Before the American Revolution 
The people in the colonies here were ruled by the 
British government. We used English money and we traded 
with England and other countries . Many ships came into Boston 
Harbor to be loaded and unloaded. Boston was a busy place. 
Even though we followed some British laws and rules the 
towns decided many things for themselves in town meetings. 
The towns sent men to the General Court to decide big things 
about all the towns. The group making the rules . and laws in 
Britain was called Parliament. The British king now was 
George the Third. He thought it was right for him and parlia-
ment to ma ke all the rules for the people here. 
English soldiers had been fighting a war in Europe for 
seven years . When the war was over England was a very power-
ful country. There had been a lot of money spent to buy guns 
and food and to pay the soldiers. Now England needed more 
money. George the Third and Parliament decided to wa tch the 
way we traded with other countries more closely. Soldiers 
were sent here . New rules were made about the taxes that 
must be paid. 
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Taxes 
Parliament told the people here to pay money to put a 
stamp on things they traded. This was called the Stamp Act. 
It was started in 1765. The Americans did not like this 
stamp tax. The business men decided to just stop trading 
with England. So the next year Parliament took away this 
rule. But Parliament wrote a message called a Declaratory 
Act. This message said that Parliament did have a right 
to tax the people in America. 
In two years, Pa1•liament told the people to pay a tax 
on things like lead, glass, paint, tea and important papers 
and agreements. These rules were called the Townshend Acts. 
The Americans did not like these taxes either. Again the 
business men stopped trading these things. The people were 
beginning to be angry about these taxes. One night in front 
of the State House there was a riot. Some men were killed. 
This was called the Boston Massacre. In 1770 Parliament 
took away the Townshend Acts but said that there would still 
be a tax on tea. The Americans still thought that any taxes 
were very unfair because no people in America were given a 
chance to vote against the taxes or even say anything for 
.£!: against them. 
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Boston Tea Party 
In the winter o~ 1773 some boats loaded with tea came 
into Boston Harbor. There was a strange tea party at the 
port one night. Some Americans sneaked on to the ship and 
threw the boxes o~ tea into the harbor. Parliament then 
voted on a Port Bill . This paper said that Boston Harbor 
would be closed until the tea was paid ~or. 
A governor was sent whose name was General Thomas Gage. 
He brought more British soldiers to the port to be sure that 
no ships came in or out to trade. General Gage was in charge 
of all the British soldiers, the General Court and the people 
here in America. He and the soldiers tried to keep order. 
People began to talk more and more about breaking away 
~rom Parliament's rules, ~rom George the Third and ~rom the 
British Government. These people became lmown as the Whigs. 
Other Americans wanted to try to leave things as they were. 
They thought it would be best to try to agree with the British 
and not to ~ight with them. These pe ople were called Tories. 
General Gage almost stopped using the General Court to 
make rules. Instead there were military laws. The soldiers 
gathered up all the guns and gunpowder they could. They 
closely watched and guarded Boston Harbor~ They watched 
the people. Now there was not much trade in the country. 
Nothing was made in ~actories to send to other countries . 
Farmers could not sell all their crops. 
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Provincial Congress 
A special meeting was called by General Gage. This was 
to b e a congress with people from each town at the meeting. 
Some towns decided not to send men to the meeting. 
The meeting was called off ~ But the group decided to meet 
at Salem without General Gage . John Hancock was chosen 
president of this group. The men wanted to have another 
meeting. The group was now called the Provincial Congress . 
The first Provincial Congress met in Concord on 
October 11, 1774. There were nearly 300 men who met here 
together for four dayse They wrote a message to be sent to 
General Gage. They told him that the people would like to 
have the Boston Port opened again . The people als o wanted 
to choose men to go t o a meeting ca lled a General Assembly. 
Then they did some things that they did not tell General 
Gage_ Supplies, clothing and tents were collected. 
Lists of men who were ready to fight against the British 
were made . Guns and cannons were counted and made ready . 
The message was given to General Gage and in three days 
he answered tbe message . He told the Provincial Congress 
that it was against the law for them to meet as they had 
done at Salem and Concord. He said that he kne\v they were 
getting ready for war and the British soldiers would be 
watching them .. 
Now the Provincial Congr~ss began to meet in secret. 
Men began to get ready to defend the storehouses where guns 
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and gunpowder were kept. The Congress said that they did 
not intend to attack the British troops. A group called the 
Committee of Safety was chosen to watch for any signs of a 
British attack. They guarded the storehouses. Officers 
had drills for American soldiers. More supplies were bought--
molasses, pork, flour, spades and shovels. More cannons, 
small guns and ammunition were bought and put in storehouses. 
One large storehouse was at Worcester. Another larger one 
was at Concord. 
Once a British spy came to Concord. He was sent to see 
what things were stored here. He wore plain clothes and 
told the people that he knew how to make guns. They said 
they would pay him to make some guns for the American army. 
He told the men that he would have to go get some tools. 
He left Concord but did not come back. Instead he went to 
Boston to tell General Gage what he had seen at Concord. 
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Cont i nental Congress 
While the Provincial Congress had meetings from time 
to time in Massachusetts, another congress was having a 
meeting at Carpen ter ' s Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvan a . 
Men from all 13 colonies were there to think and talk and 
decide what would be best f or a l l the people in the colonies . 
When the news of the Boston Tea Party and Boston Harbor 
being closed came to t he towns in the colonies, more and more 
people wanted to stop the British~ They did not think that 
the British were being fair to the people of Boston . 
So men came together in a Continental Congress . They decided 
that each colony should have one vote . They wrote down a 
l i st of things the people felt they should have . They wanted 
liberty, to own land, to come together whenever they chose ; 
they wanted j ury trials , to choose the men to make rul es 
or laws best for all the people and no army stayi ng in 
the land during peaceful times . They dec ded to stop 
trading wi th England9 This li s t of things was sent to 
King George the Third. 
The second Provincial Congress met i n February, 1775. 
John Hancock was chosen president again. The congress had 
secret mee t ings again . At these meetings they talked over 
many things and decided to try to be faithful to King George 9 
They really were against Parliament and the rules Parliament 
made . In March the secret meet ings were held in Concord . 
Rules were ma de for the American sold i ers . The rules said 
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they must go to church and t~ey must not swear. Rules for 
court martial were made if any soldiers needed to be 
punished. The men talked about guns and cannons and how to 
get supplies to the soldiers if a war began. 
Then boat loads of soldiers came from England. 
They had beautiful red uniforms. Sometimes they were 
called "lobster backs" or "redcoats." They were here to 
help General Gage if he decided to attack the Americans. 
Tories and Spies 
Two more spies came to Concord in March, 1775. 
Mr. Daniel Bliss who had lived in Concord many years was 
a Tory. The spies came to see him to ask about the guns 
32 
and supplies in Concord. They had dinner at his home. Many 
people of Concord did not like the spies to be here even 
for a short time. They did not want Mr. Bliss to tell them 
how many guns there were or how many men were ready to 
fight for the storehouses. The two spies and Mr. Bliss were 
asked to leave. When it became dark that night they left 
quickly. Mr. Bliss went to Canada. Then he sent for his 
family. They left their home in Concord and never came back. 
Mr. Bliss and one of his brothers joined the British army. 
Two other brothers were in the American army. 
People in all 13 colonies were getting ready for war . 
They did not want to begin war, but they wanted to be 
prepared to fight. Many towns had Liberty Poles as a sign 
they wished to be free. There was a Liberty Pole in Concord 
on the ridge at the Hill Burying Ground. Guards were now 
kept all the time at the storehouses. Men were near by so 
they could hear if a warning came. They were ready to come 
together in a minute. This is how they became known as 
Minutemen. Men were watching the British soldiers in Boston 
all the time. If the soldiers got their guns and began to 
march, these men were ready to ride ahead of them and warn 
the people that the British were coming. 
Paul Revere's Ride 
The people in Concord were getting ready. The Com-
mittee of Safety heard a report that General Gage had 
decided to destroy the things stored at Concord. 
On April 17, 1775, the Committee told Colonel Barrett to 
get two cannons ready at Concord, send cannons to Acton 
and Groton and to get the other guns ready. At noon on 
April 18, Colonel Barrett then directed the people to move 
things from the sto!•ehouses to safer places. They took 
guns, food and supplies to their own homes and barns. 
They hid some things in the ground by plowing or digging 
holes, then covering them over with dirt. They worked 
day and night to move things away. 
On April 18, late at night General Gage was ready to 
march. Lieutenant Colonel Smith and Major John Pitcairn 
were commanders for the secret attack. The soldiers had 
enough supplies and food to last for one day. The 700 
men moved quietly so the Americans wouldn't know what 
wa s happening. They got into boats and came across the 
Charles River to land at Lechmere 1 s Point, East Cambridge. 
They got out of the boats and got into lines ready to 
march all night. They wanted to be at Concord very early 
the next morning. 
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But someone had seen them! Their moving about was no 
longer a secret. Paul Revere was told to get on his horse 
and hurry to tell the Americans that the British were coming. 
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Two lanterns had been hung in the tower of Ol d North Church 
in Boston as a signal to him. He started to Lexington and 
there he told John Hancock and John Adams the news. While he 
was r iding to Lexington William Dawes rode through Roxbury 
to spread the alarm and the men met at Lexington. They started 
riding to Concord stopping at houses and farms warning the 
people quietly, quicklye Just after leaving Lexington, they 
met Dr. Samuel Prescott and the three men rode together. 
Then suddenly they knew that someone had seen theml 
Some British officers had been scouting the countryside that 
night. When they saw the three men they made them get off 
their horses. Now they were prisoners! But Dr. Prescott 
was able to get on his horse and ride through back roads 
very swiftlye He rode to Concord to tell the people, then 
rode to Acton. 
The alarm sounded at about three o ' clock in the 
morning in Concord . Minutemen and other soldiers got 




The British soldiers still didn't know that they had been 
seena They marched on to Lexington. There they were met by 
the Lexington Minutemen on the Lexington Green. Major Pitcairn 
told the people to move aside. They didn't want to move . 
Then no one knows just what happened. Shots were rired . 
Some men were killed. The Minutemen scattered and the 
British soldiers passed on to Concord. 
A messenger had been sent to Lexington. He returned to 
Concord with the news that shooting had started. But he 
couldn 't tell the men how many were killed or ir the British 
had lert Lexington. So the men still waited and watched. 
Then the American soldiers got in lines and began to march 
toward Lexington on Lexington Roada Drums were beating and 
fifes were sounding. At about seven o ' clock on the morning 
of April 18, they saw the British Redcoats marching into 
Concord. They saw too that there were three or rour British 
soldiers to every Americana So the commander gave orders for 
the men to march back into town and across the North Bridge. 
There they could wait for more men to come from nearby towns. 
They marched along to the music of rifes and drums with the 
British soldiers following them, marching to the music of 
their fifes and drums. The Americans went on across the bridge 
to a hill in front of Ma j or Buttrick's house where they could 
look down on the town. 
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North Bridge 
The British soldiers stopped at Wright Tavern. This was 
to be their headquarters . The o~~icers ordered Amos Wright 
to give them some ~ood and something to drink. 
About 100 soldiers were sent to guard North Bridge. 
Some o~ the soldiers who stayed in the town ~ound a carriage 
~or a cannon and set it on ~ire. They started a ~ire at the 
Court House but later helped to put it out. They searched 
several houses to try to ~lnd where the supplies were hidden. 
They ~ound some barrels o~ ~lour and threw them into the 
mil l pond. They ~ound some cannon balls and destroyed them. 
Later the Americans got the barrels o~ ~lour and cannon balls 
out o~ the pond and saved most o~ them. The soldiers cut 
down the Liberty Pole at the Hill Burying Ground . 
Major Buttrick was in charge o~ the soldiers at the 
hill. The men looking down on Concord began to see smoke 
coming ~rom the Court House and ~rom other things the 
British had set on ~ire. There was so much smoke that it 
seemed the whole town was on ~ire! They decided to march 
in to protect the town. As they marched two by two toward 
the bridge, sDme British soldiers began tearing the wooden 
planks up$ They thought this would keep the Americans ~rom 
coming across. They raised their guns and ~ired some shots 
toward the Americans. Captain Isaac Davis and Private 
Abner Hosmer o~ Acton were killed. Major Buttrick ordered 
his soldiers to ~ire. They put their guns to their shoulders, 
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aimed and fired . Two British soldiers were killed. 
The British turned and started back to the center of Concord 
with American soldiers following. Those who were waiting 
there had heard shots being fired at the bridge . Now many 
were confused. The British started back toward Lexington. 
At Meriam ' s Corner there was an attack on the British. 
More men were killed . The rest marched on toward Boston. 
All along the way Minutemen from many towns attacked these 
soldiers on all sides . About seven o'clock that evening 
they finally got back to Boston. General Gage's men were 
hot, hungry and very tired . About 70 of them had been 
killed, about 175 wounded and 25 were missing. General Gage 
and the British soldiers waited in Boston for more soldiers 
to come from England to help them. 
The British had not destroyed the things they started 
. -
out to destroy. They knew now that the Americans were 
rea dy to fight to protect their homes, their families and 
their country. 
Bunker Hill 
Colonel William Prescott and Major General Israel 
Putnam were commanders of some American soldiers. 
In June, 1775, the men planned to attack the British. 
At night, they quietly moved to Bunker Hill and along 
a ridge to Breed.'.s Hill. When morning came the British 
saw that the American soldiers had taken the hill. 
They started up the slopes to try to recapture it. There 
were many men killed but finally the British were in 
control of Bunker Hill and Breed's Hill. This battle 
showed that even though the British soldiers were well 
trained, the Americans could plan attacks and fight a 
c lose ba ttle. 
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George Washington Becomes Commander 
John Hancock was now president of the Second 
Continental Congress. The Congress was now ready to 
send men from all 13 colonies to fight the war . They asked 
George Washington to command this army . 
living in Virginia at Mount Vernon then. 
Washington was 
He got everything 
ready and came to Cambridge to take command of the army on 
July 3, 1775. There was a tree called the Washington Elm. 
We think this is the place where George Washington became 
commander-in-chief. 
More Br itish troops came to Boston with General Howe, 
General Burgoyne and General Clinton. Since many American 
soldiers were living in the Harvard buildings the college 
wa s moved to Concord. Students and professors lived at 
inns and in people's homes. They had classes and studied 
here during the winter of 1775. The nex t year they move d 
ba ck t o Cambridge . 
In the spring of 1776 the British moved out of Boston. 
After General Washington and the Continental Army t ook 
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over Dorchester, the British generals decided to try new 
ways to fight the war. Part of the army went to Nova Scotia. 
Another part went to New York. Battles were fought that 
summer in New York City. 
Declaration of Independence 
-
Now the Continental Congress was busy with an 
important paper. It was to be called the Declaration 
of Independence. Thomas Jefferson was chosen to write 
this paper . Benjamin Franklin and John Adams also helped 
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to write down the things the people wanted to say. This paper 
said that America should be made up of free and independent 
states and that American people should always have liberty. 
When the paper was ready it was read to the members of Congre s s. 
They all voted for the paper and signed it. John Hancock 
wrote his name in very large letters. On July 4, 1776, it 
was first read to the people in Philadelphia . The people 
cheered and shouted~ They had a celebration. Bells rang. 
One bell we remember was one called the Liberty Bell. 
That bell can still be seen in a room in Independence Hall 
at Philadelphia. The Declaration of Independence was then 
carried by men on horseback to the towns and was read to the 
American people . Many people were glad for the words 
Thomas Jefferson had written. The copy sent to Concord was 
addressed to Reverend William Emerson. That paper is now 
in the Concord Free Public Library. 
The End of the Revolution 
The Continental Congress decided to ask France to 
send help to the American Army. Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson and Silas Deane sailed to France to ask for some 
ships and men to come to America. 
In 1776 and 1777 battles were fought in New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. The Americans began to w:I.n battles. 
Finally one British general, General Burgoyne, surrendered 
- -
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to General Gates, the American general, at Saratoga, New York. 
That part of the British army came back to Boston to get on 
ships and return to England. But the war was not yet over . 
Winter came and General Washington led his troops to Valley 
Forge in Pennsylvania. It was a cold winter.. The soldiers 
were tired. Some of them were sick. Sometimes they didn't 
have enough clothing or enough food. Some men died. 
France promised to s end its navy to help the Americans. 
In July, 1778, France declared war on England. Battleground 
now moved to the south, to North and South Carolina, Georgia 
and Virginia. The last battles were in Virginia where 
General Corn-vmllis surrendered to General George Washington 
at Yorktown. The Revolutionary War lasted from April 19, 1776 
to October 19, 1781. Now the war was over. The people gave 
thanks. Soldiers began to return to their homes. General 
Washington said good-by to his soldiers. America was now 
at peace. 
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A New Congress 
The Continental congress made some new rules. Now it 
was called the Congress of the United States. A Constitution 
was wri tten. It was decided that there should be two 
groups to meet and make rules. These are called the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. The people could choose 
a president. They chose George Washington to be the first 
President of the United States. 
Concord began to grow. There was more trade and more 
manuf actur ing. The Concord Bank was begun and the Middlesex 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company. A group called the ·social 
Circle was begun. Another met to hear lectures and debates. 
This was the Lyceum. The Agricultural Society ha d catt le shows. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson came here to live. At the 200th 
birthday ceiebration of the beginning of the town, he gave 
a speech. A tall monument was put on the bank of the 
Concord River near North Bridge. Trees were planted along 
the path to the bridge. 
People began to move to Concord to be near Emerson. 
Margaret Fuller, William Ellery Channing, and the Alcott 
family came. These writers had some of their stories and 
essays published in a magazine called the Dial. 
War Between the States 
In 1844 the. ·rai-lroad came to concord . This helped 
farmers get their crops to markets · fast .er than before . 
Many farmers began raising fruit and began dairy farming . 
Ephraim Wales Bull developed the Concord grape . 
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some people began to feel that another war was about to 
begin. This time the enemies were not from a country far 
away. This time the people of the North did not agree with 
the people of the South. Many southern farmers, or 
plantation owners , kept slaves to help plant and harvest 
their crops. Other people felt that it was not right for 
men to own other human beings. Sometimes the masters were 
not kind to their slaves . Some of t he slaves escaped. 
People helped them to get to safety. Then a law was pa ssed 
6alled the Fugitive Slave Act that said it was illegal for 
.. 
anyone to help a slave to escape. If a person was caught 
helping a slave, he had to pay a $1000 fine . Even though 
this law was passed, people still helped the slaves escape. 
They took them in wagons to s afe places. They hid them in 
their homes . They fed them, gave them clothes and money . 
A man named John Brown thought he could make the slaves 
free. He once made a speech at Concord and stayed a t _ the 
home of Frank Sanborn. Later some men came to arrest 
' -
Mr . Sanborn after John Brown made a r a id at Harper ' s Ferry, 
Virginia . There w.as a trial for John Brown and he was 
. . -
hanged . The Mar shals tried to arrest Mr . Sanborn for 
helping John Brown. People of the town came together and 
tried to rescue Mr . Sanborn. They got a paper from Judge 
Rockwood Hoar that said the men must let Mr. Sanborn go e 
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Soon a tall, plain man from Illinois was elected President 
of the United States. He was Abraham Lincoln. In 1861, 
shortly after he became President , war began. Lieutenant 
George Prescott and the men of the Concord Company enlisted 
in the Union army for three months. Lieutenant Prescott 
was commander of this group. They got on the train and rode 
to Boston. From there they were sent to Washington. 
They fought in the battle of Bull Run. Then they returned 
to Concord. George Prescott was now a captain. He enlisted 
again and more men went with him. Many times they were 
cold and hungry. Some were sick and some of them died. 
People who stayed here sent bandage s , blankets and 
clothing to the men . School children sent sewing kits and 
towels. Some of the women became nurses. Lousa May Alcott 
was one of those women. 
The Concord soldiers with Colonel Prescott fought at 
Fredricksburg, Virginia. General Ulysses s . Grant became 
their commander. In 1864, near Norfolk, Virginia, 
Colonel Prescott died. 
This war was ended in April, 1865, when General 
Robert E. Lee surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox, 
Virginia . President Linc oln proclaimed that the slaves 
were now free men. 
.John .Tack 
Almost 100 years be£ore people were fighting over 
slaves a slave died in Concord . This slave became famous 
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for the words written on the stone over his grave~ The words 
are, in part : 'God wills us free; man wills us slaves. 
~ 
I will as God wills; God's will be done. Here lies the 
body of .John Jack a native of Africa who died March 1773, 
. . 
aged about 60 years.u Daniel Bliss wrote the words. He was 
- " . 
a friend to the British during the American Revolution. 
The words have been printed many times. People in many 
countries have read the words . 
We think .Tack worked at the farm of Benjamin Barron 
when he was a slave. After Benjamin Barron died .Tack stayed 
in Concord. He helped farmers gather their crops and do 
other chores. He fixed shoes for people in the wintertime. 
After he died a woman named Mary Rice kept fresh flowers on 
the grave for many years. Jack is buried in the Hill 
. . 
Burying Ground . The famous words on the stone can be seen 
there now. 
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The Alcott Family 
Alcott school is named for a family who lived in Concord . 
This family's name is famous all over the world . Mr . and 
Mrs . Alcott were married in Boston at springtime i n 1830. 
That winter they moved to Germantown, Pennsylvania. While 
they were there they had two little girls . Their names 
were Anna and Louisa. Three years after the family went to 
Germantown they came back to Boston. Mr. Alcott opened a 
s choo l and taught girls and boys in Boston for a while . 
Then that school was closed. 
One day a letter from Mr. Ralph ~aldo Emerson came to 
the Alcott family. Mr. Emerson asked-Mr . Alcott to come to 
Conc6r d for a visit. Th~ family decid~d to live in Concord. 
They had a house on Main Street they called Dove Cote. 
There were three little girls in the f amily now. 
After living in Concord a f ew years the Alcotts decided 
to move to Harvard, Massachusetts to a place they called 
Fruitlands . When they came back to concord they moved to 
.. 
Hillside. Laier Nathaniel Hawthorne called the house Wayside. 
The children had fun playing in the barn. They and their 
friends had plays and acted out stories like Cinderella and 
Jack in the Beanstalk. 
When the girls were older the family moved to Boston. 
They lived in several different houses there . One time they 
had a house on Pinckney Street . Anna and Louisa had a real 
school at that house . Mr. Alcott began to trave l around the 
country giving talks to groups of people. 
The family moved to Orchard House in Concord when 
Louisa was about 25 years old . Mrs. Alcott said that she 
had moved almost every year since she and Mr. Alcott were 
married . She moved 27 times! They worked together to make 
a nice house inside and outside. One of the girls used her 
paints to make pretty pictures on the doors of her room . 
May ' s painted flowers can stil l be seen in Orchard House. 
The Alcotts did not have much money but they were happy to 
be together . They tried to make other people happy too. 
Amos Bronson Alcott was Mr. Alcott 's whole name. 
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He wrote books and poems. He went many places and talked to 
many people . He went to England once . The peopl e in 
England named a school "Alcott House" so they woul d remember 
- -Mr. Alcott. The school was near London . Mr. Alcott was 
Superintnedent of Schools in Concord. He liked t he children 
very much. He let them have school fest i vals . He wanted 
to have a school library j ust for children . Not many schools 
had things like a library or a festival or even a pretty 
s choolroom ! At one festival the children and grownups 
gave some books to Mr. Alcott . He was very pleased. 
Later Mr . Alcott started a school for grownups. This was 
called the School of Philosophy. The grownups had their 
school i n the little brown house near Orchard House. 
They met to think and to talk about important things. 
Mr. Alcott was not the only one in the family who 
liked to Wl'ite books~ Louisa began to write poems and 
stories when she was a young girl. She sold some of her 
stories to the Atlantic Monthly magazine. She sold others 
to publishers who printed the stories . Many people were 
able to read the stories . She also wrote plays for herself 
and her three sisters , Anna, May, and Beth. 
When the people of the North and South were at war 
she was a nurse. She took care of men who had been hurt . 
The letters she wrote home to her family were made into 
a book. She became sick while she was working in the 
hospitals and came back to Concord. After this war Louisa 
Alcott went to Europe for a visit . When she came back she 
helped to gathe r stories for a magazine for children. 
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Louisa is probably the most famous person in the Alcott 
family. Girls and boys all over the world have read her 
stories . We remember best her book called Little Women . 
This story is about the Alcott family . It has some sad 
parts but it has happy parts too . Other books she wrote 
were Little Men, Rose in Bloom, Under the Lilacs, Jack and 
Jill, Spinningwheel Stories, Jo's Boys and Lulu's Library . 
Louisa Alcott died when she was 55 years old. She was 
living in Boston then. She died two days after her father 
died. The family graves are in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. 
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Ephraim Wales Bull and the Concord Grape 
There is a -little house on Lexington Road called 
Grapevine Cottage. At one time a man named Ephraim Wales Bull 
lived there. He was born in Boston in 1806. In Bos~on he 
had a shop where he worked with gold and sold it. When he was 
30 years old he moved to Concord . 
Mr. Bull had always iiked to work at growing things in 
his garden. The people who grew grapes in New England had 
a problem. Often their best grapes were ruined if the frost 
came early in the fall . Mr. Bull wanted to find a grape 
that would grow well and ripen before frost came. He worked 
with wild grapes, crossing them with other grapes. He put 
them in the ground skin and all and took good care of the 
seedlings when they came up. After six years he had a good 
vine . When the grapes were ripe they were large and had a 
pretty color . Mr. Bull tasted them. He asked his neighbors 
-
to taste them e They all thought the grapes tasted very good. 
He used to let some of the children come into his garden 
and eat all the grapes they wanted ! He named the new grape 
the Concord grape. The grapes were sent to market in Boston. 
More and more people began to grow Concord grapes. They 
sent their grapes to markets in many towns. Mr. Bull did 
not earn much money from his grapes but other people did. 
Mr. Bull's grapevine can still be seen at Grapevine Cottage. 
Mr. Bull was chosen to be a member of the State 
Committee on Agriculture . He helped people with their farming. 
He also worked to find other new kinds of grapes . Mr . Bull 
caught pneumonia and was taken to the Concord Home for the 
Aged . He died there when he wa s almost 90 years old . 
He is buried in Sleepy Ho l low Cemetery . 
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Harrison Gray Dyar 
When Harrison Gray Dyar lived in Concord he worked for 
a watchmaker. He liked to learn things about chemistry and 
electricity. He worked hard at school . When he was only 
12 years old he was doing many chemistry experiments . He had 
an idea for a new way to send messages. He put wires on poles 
along Lowell Road . He was going to try to send a message 
using these wirese The idea really worked! He went to Boston 
to show some men his idea. They only laughed at him. This 
was before radios, telephones or television. The people 
thought the idea was silly. He took the experiment to New 
York$ This time he put the wires around a race track& Still 
many people thought the idea was silly. They thought the 
wires couldn 't be made to take messages very far . Mr. Dyar 
was grown up now. He went to Europe. He invented many thing 
and became very rich& Later he cam·e back to America to live 
in New York . 
About 20 years after Mr. Dyer's experiment , Mr. Samuel 
Morse sent a message over wires. Now people beli~ved that 
this idea would work. They began to make telegraphs. We now 
use the telephaph to send many kinds of messages. We call the 
messages telegrams . 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Ralph Waldo Emerson was born in Boston. When he was 
eight years old his father died. There were five boys left 
with their mother then. They -were poor. Ralph went to 
Boston Latin School and when he was 14 years old he started 
to study at Harvard. To earn money he worked as a messenger 
for the president of Harvard . While he was growing up he 
often visited in Concord at the Old Manse. His grandmother 
and step-grandfather lived there. After he finished study-
ing at Harvard he taught ' school with his brother. Then he 
went back to Harvard to learn to preach. He worked hard. 
He became ill and he went for a trip to Georgia and Florida 
in the south. This helped him to get well . 
When he returned to New England he married a woman from 
Concord, New Hampshire whose name- was Ellen. Ellen died just 
two years later . Ralph took a trip to Europe. When he re-
turned he prea ched in Boston and began ~o give other speeches 
too. 
In the fall of 1835 Emerson and his mother came to 
Concord to live at the Old Manse . Later he bought a large 
house on the road to Cambridge near the place it meets Lexing-
ton Road . when his second wife Lydian eame here . They were 
pleased with the house. Emerson said that it had the only 
good cellar that had ever been built in Concord. There was 
a garden by the house . There were vegetables, pretty flowers 
and fruit trees there. Emerson was now becoming quite well-
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known . People liked the things he wrote. They liked to hear 
him talk and preach. They wanted to know more about what he 
did and what he thought . 
Mr. Emerson was a tall man. He had dark brown hair when 
he was young and had blue eyes . He was a good listener and 
was polite and mannerly . People said that he was a perfect 
gentleman. That is a fine compliment . 
If he could, Mr . Emerson liked to do a lot of reading 
and s ome writing each morning . In the afternoon he liked 
to go walking. He spent the evenings talking with his family 
and his friends . Some people moved to Concord j ust to be 
near him and to talk with him. Some of his grown up frfends 
were Bronson Alcott, Nathaniel Hawthorne , Margaret Fuller 
·' 
and William Ellery Channing . Henry David Thoreau lived at 
Emerson House for a while and helped to take care of the 
house and gardens~ 
One of the Concord schools was across from Emerson House. 
Mrs . Emerson used to leave baskets of apples outside the build-
ing so each child could have an apple after school . Mr. 
Emerson gave the school children horse-chestnuts from trees 
in the yard of his house. Mr . Emerson \'las superintendent of 
the Concord schools a t one time. Later Ellen Emerson, his 
-
daughter, was the first woman to be on the school committee. 
The Emersons gave ros e s from their garden to the school to 
help make the school yard pretty. 
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Emerson traveled to different c ities to give lectures. 
Once he went to California. Another time he spoke in 
Washington, D. c. He had a t alk with Abraham Lincoln . 
Lincoln was president of our country then . 
In the middle of summer in 1872 the Emerson ' s attic 
caught fire and burned. Friends helped the Emersons carry 
their books and furniture out of the house ~ They were able 
t o save many things . Mr. Emerson's neighbors got him to 
take a t rip to Europe. While he was gone they planned a 
surprise for him . They collected money and then worked to 
build the par t of Emerson House which ha d burned. In about 
a year Mr . Emerson came back to Concor d. His friends met 
him at the train station and came to the house with him. 
How surprised he was to see his house again . He was so 
pleased with what his friends ha d done that tears began to 
come in his eyes . Hi s fri ends were glad they had made him 
so happy . 
Mr. Emerson lived almost ten more years in Concord . 
Then he caught pneumonia and died. He is buried i n Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery. A large rose quartz stone rests over his 
grave. In the Concord library there are statues of Mr. 
Emerson that Daniel Chester French made. 
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Nathaniel Hawthorne 
In Salem, Massachusetts on July 4, 1804 Nathaniel 
Hawthorne was born. His rather was a sea captain who once 
went to sea and never returnede Mrs. Hawthorne became very 
sad. She didn't talk much to the others in the ramily . She 
didn't even eat with them. Nathaniel was alone most of the 
time when he was young . He went to school in Salem and later 
lived in Maine where he went to Bowdoin to school. When he 
returned to Salem he worked at the Custom House there. 
Nathaniel had always read a lot and now he began to write 
stories and books. He was editor ror a magazine too . 
A girl named Sophia Peabody became the wire of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne. Soon after they were married they came to Concord 
to live at the Old Manse. There they were happy ror about 
three years . Then they returned to Salem where Nathaniel 
became the Surveyor of the Port. He wrote Mosses from an 
Old Manse about Concord and. about the house near the Concord 
River. He wrote about another house. This one is in Salem. 
The book is called The House of Seven Gables. After he wrote 
The Scarlet Letter people began to read his books more and more. 
Sophia and Nathaniel Hawthorne then moved to Lenox, 
Massachusetts, to Newton and came to Concord . This time they 
lived at "Wayside". 
-The Hawthornes built a tower room on the house . It has 
pictures of ships painted on the blue ce iling. There is a 
desk in the room where Hawt.horne wrote articles and books. 
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He stood up to write at this desk. It is too tall for anyone 
t o sit down to use it. There are windows on all four sides 
of the towere Hawthorne could look out and see the hills , 
farms, stone walls and trees e 
Franklin Pierce was a friend of the Hawthornes . Mr. 
Pierce became the president of the United States . Nathaniel 
Hawthorne wrote a book about this president. Mr . Pierce gave 
Hawthorne a job in Liverpool, England. He worked there to 
-
represent the United States in England . When this j ob was 
over Hawthorne came back to live at Wayside in Concord. 
Mr. Pierce and Mr . Hawthorne went on a trip to New 
Hampshire and there at Plymouth, New Hampshire Hawthorne died. 
He is buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. 
Some of the books Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote for children 
were Grandfather's Chair, Liberty Tree, Famous Old People, 
A \vonder Book for Girls and Boys and Tanglewood Tales for 
Girls and Boys. 
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Henry David Thoreau 
Thoreau was a man who liked to walk. He walked in the 
woods . He walked along roads e He looked and listened and 
knew wonderful t hings about what is out of doors . Thoreau 
was born in Concor d and he died in Concord. He was never away 
very long~ When he did go away he walked wherever he could. 
He liked to stay in the homes of fi shermen or farmers instead 
of at an i nn or a ho t el. He liked to ta lk to these men who 
wor ked outside--men who worked with their hands . Thoreau 
liked to work this way too . He could build hous es, boats , 
and fenc es . He could survey land and make maps for the owners 
of the land . He could care for gar dens and orchards. This 
was what he did when he 'lived with Ralph Waldo Emerson . 
Henry 's father made lead pencils . Henry worked in hi s f ather ' s 
shop when he was a boy. 
When he was 16 years old, Thoreau went to school at 
Harvard. He came back to teach at Concord. Mr. Thoreau 
didn' t spank any of the students . Some people thought tha t 
he should. Finally one day he did and then he quit his j ob 
to show that he didn't think this punishment was right . 
Henry Thoreau and his brother John opened an Academy on 
Middle Street. Henry took the children f or walks . They 
learned to study plants and birds this way. They learned to 
look and to listen and to know about things out of doors. 
Because he liked to b e outside so much, Henry became a 
good s wimmer , a good runner and a good skater . He liked to 
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go on boat rides . Once he took a long boat trip on the 
Concord River and then on the MerrimackRiver. Each day he 
wrote down things about the trip . When the trip was over, 
Thoreau wro te a book about i t . The book is called A Week on 
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers . Thoreau made more trips 
and wrote other books about the trips . The books were 
Excurs ions, The Ma ine Woods , Cape Qod and A Yankee in Canada. 
He kept a journal or diar y telling of his trips and other 
tnings he_ did. 
The school the Thoreau brothers had was closed because 
John was ill. A little later he died. Henry went to live at 
Emerson ' s house . For a while he lived in New York to teach 
Mr . Emerson 's nephews . 
Mr. Emerson let Thoreau build a house on some land he 
owned . This house was at Walden Pond. Here in 1845 Thoreau 
built the house with his oWn hands. He raised beans , and other 
food in the garden. There was very little furni ture in the 
hut . There was only a bed, a desk, a table, a mirror, a lamp 
and three chairs . Thoreau had a frying pan , a kettle, a wash-
bowl , a dipper, knives, forks, spoon s , plates and a cup, a jug 
for molasses and a jug for oil . He put no curtains at the 
windows and no lock at t he door. For two years Thoreau lived 
alone in the woods by this beautiful pond. He still went for 
walks . Sometimes he would sit quite still to wait for animals, 
birds and insects to come where he could watch them . Some-
times he played a flute there alone in the woods with just the 
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animals and birds to hear . Thoreau wrote a book telling 
exactly how the hut was built, how the garden grew and how 
plants and animals lived in the woodlands. The book is 
called Walden . 
After leaving Walden, Thoreau went back to Emerson's 
house. Then he returned to his father's house to stay. He 
began to ke ep records about the weather, to collect plants 
and to study about Indians. Even though Thoreau liked very 
much to be alone , he l iked people too. He worked for farmers 
in Concord and worked for Mr. Emers on. Before the war be-
tv-Teen the north and south he helped some slaves to get on a 
train so they could go to Canada. They hoped to be safe and 
free there. A man named John Brown who lived in New England 
went to Kansas to try to help the slaves be free . Thoreau 
gave a speech in concord to defend him. After John Brown 
died, Thoreau spoke at his memorial service . 
Thoreau lived a simple life. He didn't want much. He 
never married, did not go to church and did not vote . He ate 
no meat, drank no wine and did not smoke . He did not set any 
traps and did not keep any gun. In a l etter to his mother, 
Thoreau once wrote, ' ••• I should be content to sit at the back 
-door in Concord, under the popular tree , henceforth forever ." 
He loved Concord very much. 
Thoreau caught a cold one snowy day . He was counting 
the rings on some trees probably for his weather record . He 
went on some trips to give lectures. The cold did not get 
60 
better . In the spr ing of 1862 he had tuberculos is. He died 
in Concord when he was about 45 years old. His friends were 
sad . Nathaniel Hawthorne was sad . Louisa May Alcott wrot e 
a poem about him called uThoreau ' s Flute", and Emerson wrote 
- . -
things about him to be read at his funeral. Thoreau' s grave 
is in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. 
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Daniel Chester French 
-
Daniel Chester French was born in Exeter, New Hampshire. 
The Family later moved to a farm in Concord. One night 
Daniel was cutting on a raw turnip. He made the turnip look 
like a funny frog with a long coat. His mother and father 
thought it was a good carving. Daniel's father, Judge French, 
talked to May Alcott about Daniel. May knew about art. She 
l oaned Daniel some tools . She gave him some clay . She told 
him things to help him in his work. He learned more about 
art in Boston and in Italy. His first really big statue was 
the Minuteman statue at North Bridge. He was 24 years old 
when he made the statue. Later Daniel carved the head of 
Ra lph Waldo Emerson from a piece of marble. He also made a 
larger statue showing Emerson seated in a chair. The se are 
in the Concord Public Library. In Sleepy Hollow is the Melvin 
Memorial he made. Daniel also made a statue of Abraham 
Lincoln . Lincoln's statue is at the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D. c. 
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The Minuteman Statue 
It was almost 100 years after the fight at Concord 
which started the war with the British. People in the town 
wanted to make a monument to remember the - minute men. They 
wanted to put the monument on the side of the river where the 
Concord men had waited for the British. Ebenezer Hubbard had 
given some money to help pay for the monument . Daniel French 
-
made drawings and a clay model showing how he thought the 
monument should look. The men in the town liked h . s drawings 
and model. They told him to make a big statue . They gave 
him money for c lay, plaster and toolse Daniel made a statue 
of a man. He worked very hard . He wanted the man to look 
like the minute men who took their guns to the bridge to stop 
the British soldiers. When Daniel French finished a big 
~ 
plas ter statue workers madA a heavy.bronze statue from his 
model. They melted some old metal cannons to use in the statue. 
When it was finished it was taller than a real man. It was 
taken to the North Bridge and put on a granite block. Under 
the block the people put a copper box. A story about Concord, 
a story of the battle, some money, some stamps and a story 
about the statue are in the box. Ulysses Grant, president of 
the United States, came to Concord to see the statue and to 
help celebrate the birthday of the battle. The birthday was 
April 19, 1875. In 1941, pictures of the statue were put on 
United States War bonds and stamps. Many people saw the 
picture . Many people came to see the real statue. The gun he 
holds helps us to remember war. His plow helps us to remember 
peace. 
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Bullet Hole House . 
A yellow house on Monument Street · near the North Bridge 
has a small bullet hole in it. The hole was made by a gun 
fired by a British soldier. Elisha Jones lived in the house 
then. He was in the house with his family on April 19, 1775, 
when the shots were fired at the bridge. Before the fight, 
some of the British soldiers had stopped in his yard. They 
got a drink of water from his well . As the British were 
hurrying toward Concord after the fight a soldier saw Elisha 
Jones. The soldier tried to shoot him but he missed. The 
bullet went into the wood of the house instead. Now the 
bullet hole has a glass over it and a little wooden frame 
around it. 
Colonial Inn 
The Colonial Inn was built in three partse The first 
part was where the office is now. Once it was a house for 
Thoreau's grandparents. 
64 
When the middle part was built, it was a store. Deacon 
White owned the store . On Sundays Deacon Whi te used to stop 
people who were going through Concord. He .told them that they 
should not travel on Sunday. 
The last part was used for the home of the storekeeper . 
After Deacon White, Daniel Shattuck was the storekeeper . 
Daniel's brother was Lemuel Shattuck who wrote the first 
history of Concord. 
Later the three parts of the building were used as a 
boarding house. People paid money to live there. When t he 
building was almost 200 years old, it became an Inn. People 
pay money to stay for a short time. Even if people do not 
stay there they can have lunch or dinner and look at the rooms 
in the old building . 
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Wright Tavern 
Ephraim Jones was the first man to own the land where 
Wright Tavern is. There was just a gravel pit there when he 
bought it. It would be good for a cellar to a building, so 
Mr. Jones built a housew He was a selectman for the town. 
The selectmen ate at the building . They had their meetings 
there. It was sold to Thomas Munroe and then to Daniel Taylor . 
In March, 1775, just before the battle of Apri l 19, Amos Wright 
came to rent the building. It was still used as an eating 
place and a place for meetings. 
On April 19 the British officers stopped there and had 
Amos Wright serve them food and something to drink. Major 
Pitcafrn used the tavern as headquarters for the British soldiers. 
After he had kept the tavern about a year, Amos Wright 
left . Then he had a farm and was also a teacher. Ten years 
later he came back to Wright Tavern. After he died, Reuben 
Brown bought the Ta vern . The tavern was used for many things . 
It was a home, an eating place, a bakery, a shoe shop, a book-
shop and a tinsmith ' s shop v 
Reuben Rice and J udge Rockwood Hoar bought the building . 
They gave it to the Unitarian church next door in 1886. The 
building will probably always be called Wright Tavern. 
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The Old !1anse 
The Old Manse was named by Nathaniel Hawthorne. Manse 
was used in Scotland as a name for a minister ' s home . Before 
~ 
Hawthorne came to live there in 1842 only ministers had lived 
in the house . 
The house was built in 1769 by William Emerson. He was 
Ralph Waldo Emerson ' s grandfather . Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote 
Nature-·at the house. That was his first book . William 
Emerson lived there when the battle was fought at North Bridge . 
The Emersons and people staying there watched the battle from 
the windows. 
After William Emerson died , Ezra Ripley married Mrs. Emerson 
and bought the house . Later Samuel Ripley, Ezra ' s son lived 
there . 
Then Nathaniel Hawthorne and his wife Sophia moved in the 
house and gave it its name. His book called Mosses from an 
Old Manse is about that house and about Concord . 
Now the house is owned by the Trustees of Reservations. 
It is open during the summer for visitors to see. 
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I1anufacturing 
One of the earliest kinds of industry in America was 
the working of iron. An Iron Works was begun in 1643, at 
Saugus, Massachusetts. It has been kept as a museum so people 
can see how an Iron Works used to operate. There was an Iron 
Works on the Assabet River in 1658. It was used until the 
supply of iron ore ran out. 
Concord had one of the first factories in New England. 
It was a cotton factory. It was begun in the early 1800's. 
Later it became the Damon Manufacturing Company. Then the 
fac tory made cotton and wool. 
Henry David Thoreau 's father made lead pencils and sold 
them. They worked together and invented a way to make 
better pencils. 
A sheet lead factory on the Assabet became a wooden-
ware factory about 1850. Mr. Harvey Wheeler had a leather 
harness factory here. When the army no longer used horses 
f or transportation this ~actory was closed. 
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Concord Free Public Library 
Our town had the earliest town library lmown in 
America. The settlers who came to Concord probably brought 
books with them. In 1672 a committee was told to see that 
certain books belonging to the. town were to be lent for not 
more than one month. The library now has many books which 
may be kept for a month& Most libraries allow books to be 
kept for only one or two weeks & Some groups formed societies. 
They collected books and lent them to members of their group. 
Books were kept at the homes of members or at a store. 
These groups got together and formed a Town Library. Then the 
books were put in the Town House and in the Court House. 
By 1853, before the War between the States, Concord had 
a Free Public Library. After that war, Mr. William Munroe 
gave the town some land at Main Street and Sudbury Road. 
He gave the town a library building. The llbrar·y 1-n~ s t o 
be used for books and also as a museum. People in the 
town gave coins, medals, paintings and important papers 
to the library. Papers by Hawthorne, Emers on, Bronson 
Alcott, Louisa Alcott and Thoreau in their own handwriting 
were donated. Others gave money to help buy more books 
for the library. One man gave money to be used to buy 
books about science. Another gave money to buy only books 
for boys. Others wanted their money to be used to buy 
paintings and other works of art . 
The library building was made over in 1933. Some rooms 
were added and a room on the second floor was f xed for 
showing paintings and other pictures. The children's room 
was built. Tables and chairs are there and many books 
e spec ially for children to read . There is a reading room . 
In it is a table used in the 1~ite House by United States 
pre idents from James Madison to Ulysses s . Grant. 
The copy or the Declaration of Independence sent to 
Concord in July , 1776 is there . In glass cases there are 
arrowhea ds and other things the Concord Indians used. 
This collection vras given to the library by Adams Tolman. 
Some pencils made by William Munroe are there. A bell , 
a silver bowl, a flag and a small statue of the Minuteman 
are there. These were on a Navy cruiser named the 
u. s. s. Concord . Several statues are in the library. 
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There is a part of the Free Public Library in We st 
Concord cal led the Fowler Branch_ Money for it was given 
to the town by Lor i ng N. F owler i n 1931. Many grownups and 
children use these libraries . There are now over 100,000 
books for us to use . 
Conc o d Art Center 
Danie l Chester French was the first president of the 
Concord Art Association. This group began in 1917 . 
The Town Hall was used at first for showing paintings . 
Then the Association bought a house on Lexington Road 
that had been built before the American Revolution. 
There are paintings, etchings and statues for people 
to see now. There are collections of glass and china. 
Each summer there is a special showing of art. Prizes are 
given to artists for their work . The building is open 
from May to October . There is no charge for visiting 
the Art Center. 
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The Concord Schools 
The first public schools in America were called 
Latin-Grammar schools~ These were like schools in England. 
Concord 's school was near Monument Square . A child had to 
be able to read to even begin school! Students went to 
-
school until they were about 15 years oid. They wrote with 
quill pens . The t eacher was called the School Master. 
In 1819 the Grammar School burned. Then severa l schools 
were built in different parts of towne These were later 
called District Schools. 
Reverend Ezra Ripley and Deacon John White were two 
members of the first School Co~~ittee~ The committee began 
meeting in 1799 and the first superintendent was chosen 
about 55 years latere In 1859, Amos Bronson Alcott was the 
Superintendent of Schools e When he began he was paid 
$100 a year . He used to wa lk to vis it the schoo l s in the 
district . There were about ten schools then. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson was Superintendent of Schools also. Other members 
of the Emerson family were on school committees. They gave 
the land for Emerson Playground to the town. 
After the District Schools, a Central School was built . 
The children were brought to the school in wagons or "barges." 
This central school was Emerson School on Stow Street. 
Novr that school is used for a few high school and junior 
high school classes . About the same time Emerson Playground 
v.ras finished, Percy A. Rideout Playground l..ras built in 
West Concord. It was named for a Concord man who had been 
killed in the first World War . 
The town schools now are called the Concord Public 
Schools. Peter Bulkeley School was named for one of the 
first men who came to settle in Concord . Thoreau School 
was named for Henry David Thoreau. During the time one of 
.. 
the schools was being built, Harvey Wheeler died. Harvey 
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Wheeler had a harness shop in Concord and had given a lot of 
his money to the town . The name of Harvey Wheeler School is 
to honor him. The flag and its base. in front of the school 
was given by his wife . 
There are five private schoo l s in Concord just now. 
Brooks School is for young children. It began as a nursery 
school. Middlesex School and Fenn School are for boys~ 
Only girls attend Concord Academy. Rose Hawthorne School 
was named for a daughter of Nathani el Hawthorne. 
The Concord Public Schools and Playgrounds are used in 
the summer as well as in the winter . The Recreation Commission 
plans things for children to do . At Walden Pond and vJhi te 
Pond children can learn to swim. They may learn games and 
learn how to make things . Grovmups use the school s too. 
There are Adult Evening Classes for them. 
A new high school called the Concord-Carlisle Regional 
School will soon be built. Plans are being made for two nevt 
elementary schools . They have not yet been given their names. 
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Town Forest 
The money for the Town Forest was given to our town by 
Hapgood Wright¥ Mr. Wright had a shoe store at Lowell. 
He also gave money to ·the library and to the town for 
celebrations and festivals . The town bought about 70 acres 
of land with Mr. Wright ' s money. Some trees were cleared 
away to make paths . The forest was set aside for the people 
to use. There is a monument with these words on it: 
"Town Forest provided by the gift of Hapgood Wright~ born 
in Concord 1811, died in Lowell 1896, Dedicated September 12, 
-
1935 Concord Tercentenary ." There was a celebration at the 
dedication of the forest. A band played and the children 
marched to the forest fr om Bulkeley School. 
Near the edge of the open fields are pine, spruce and 
larch trees . Oak trees, birch trees and hemlocks are in the 
forest. In the swamp we can see sumac, mountain holly, 
grapevines and blackberries . 
In the spring time we can find honeysuckle, lilacs , 
dogwood, white azaleas and lady slippers . There are other 
wild f lowers and many mosses and ferns to see. No cars can 
come into the forest. We can go for walks there . We can 
see the trees, plants, animals and birds. We can walk 
around a beautiful pond and watch frogs, fish and insects 
that live there. Our forest seems like a fairyland where 
wonderful magic things can happen. 
\ 
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Old North Bridge 
Probably as early as 1650, fifteen years after Concord 
was settled, there was a bridge across the Concord River . 
A few years after the American Revolut i on, that bridge was 
no longer used . Flint 1 s Bridge on Monument Street 't-Tas built . 
The wood of North Bridge began to rot and finally the 
bridge was washed away. For a while there was no bridge at all. 
--
Ebenezer Hubbard gave some money to the town t o build 
a monument . He wanted this monument to be on t he side of 
the river where t he Concord Minutemen waited for Minutemen 
from other towns to join them on April 19, 1775. · The town 
decided to have Daniel Chester French make a statue . 
A bridge had t o be built so people could cross the river 
to see the statue w In 1875 a wooden bri dge was built . 
It had two nooks at the middle where people could stand and 
watch the river. 
Just before people began to drive cars , another wooden 
bridge was built . It was not strong enough for many cars 
to use it. So a strong cement bridge was built . It was 
supposed to iook l ike the first North Bridge. Many people 
thought it should be made of wood . After some f loods , that 
bridge could no longer be used. A new wooden bridge was 
built . It looks like the very first North Bridge . It is 
made of the same kind of wood . This bridge was opened i n 1956. 
u.s.s. Concord 
During World War II a Navy cruiser called the u.s.s. 
Concord fought in the South Pacific e It was commissioned 
in 1923. When the war began·, the Concord was at a dock in 
California ·being repaired . A few days after the United 
States declared war on Japan the cruiser was sent to the 
area near Japan as a patrol ship. Once Admiral Richard 
Byrd was taken on the cruiser . He was on a mission in the 
South Pacifice In 1945 the Concord came to Boston on Navy 
Day. It had been used for 23 years. Now it was no longer 
-
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useful . It was taken to the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1946. 
A picture of the UeS.S.Concord, its flag, its Minuteman 
statue, its bell and silver bovrl were returned to the town. 
Those things are now in the Concord Free Public Library . 
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History to 1957 
After the War between the States and before World War I 
there were many changes in our country . We began -to ha-ve 
telephones, radios , movies , electric lights , automobiles, 
subways , and airplanes ~ 
In 1875, Concord was ready to celebrate the lOOth 
anniversary of the f ight at North Bridge of 1775. Many guests 
were invited to come here on April 19 . President Ulysses Se 
Grant , President of the United States came . Daniel Chester 
French's statue of the Minuteman was in its place , rea dy for 
the people to see . Ralph Waldo Emerson gave a speech that 
day~ James Russell Loweli wrote a poem about the fight for 
freed om during the Americ an Revolution. The people heard 
Emerson ' s "Concord Hymn" and saw part of the words written 
- -· 
at the base of the Minuteman statue . The tov-m was very 
crowded~ People came from far ~nvay . Some of them rode 
on trains. Some came in \iagons or on horseback. Others 
walked to Concord that day. The weather began to get cold 
and windy. A tent had been raised so the guests would have 
a place to eat . It got so cold that day their food froze. 
The platform where President Grant and other important 
guests sat collapsed, but they were not hurt . It must have 
been a very exciting day ! 
,. 
Ten years later, in 1885, was the 250th birthday of 
the town. To celebrate this anniversary some monuments 
were dedicated . A tablet was put where the Town House was 
in which early town meetings were held ~ At the Hill 
Burying Ground, a tablet was set int o the wa ll at the 
bottom of the hill. A tablet was placed on the bank of 
the Concord River at Egg Rock. A stone and tablet showing 
Simon 1,;111ard' s farm and a tablet telling of the place 
where the men got ready to march to North Bridge on 
pril 19, 1775 were also dedicated tha t day . 
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Amos Bronson Alcott's School of Philosophy had begun 
and closed during this time . Concord Reformatory was built . 
Middlesex School and Concord Academy were started. Charles 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo Emerson ' s nephew, gave land and a 
building for a hospital . This was a memorial to his wife. 
It was first called Deaconess Hospital and later became 
Emerson Hospital. The Chr-i stian Science Church and the 
Armory were built . 
In 1917 World War I began in Europe . Nearly 5oo men 
and women from Concord were in the service during that war. 
On November 11, 1918, President Woodrow Wilson announced 
to the people of our country that' the war was over. 
On April 19, 1919 , the people of Conc ord had a celebration 
to welcome home the men and women from our town who had 
returned from the war. But some of the people had been 
ki l led. In May of 1924 a memorial in Concord Center was 
dedicated for them . There are about 25 names on the tablet. 
It was placed there 11 in memory of these Concord men who 
., 
gave their lives in the World 1rJar . 11 
Our country had a depression . Then a new war began 
again in Europe ¥ People here started to save scrap metal 
to be made i nto bullets, ships, and a i rplanes . We had 
air raid drills and blackouts . Sugar, shoes, gas.oline and 
other things were rationed . A picture of the Hinuteman 
statue was used on flags and on War Bonds and stamps . 
Bo 
In Dec ember , 1941, the United States declared war on 
Japan and on Germany . Men and women went to those countries 
to fight . People from Concord went . Some of them were 
kille d in that war, too . The ones who .stayed here sent money 
and supplies to be used to help win the war . Women folded 
bandages and children helped as they had during the other 
wars . In 1946, President Harry Truman announced that the 
war was over. 
Now it is eleven y ears later . My town is a busy place . 
People come from all parts of the United States and from 
other countries to see my town. They come mostly to see 
the monuments, the place where the Revolutionary War began, 
and places where the famous writers lived and worked. 
Some come to do business here . Some come to work in the 
stores or at the farms and orchards . My town is busy, but 
at times it is peaceful an d quie t. The r i ver i s still and 
lazy . There are places to walk, trees, plants , animals, 
and birds to watch. I love my town. My town is Concord . 
